
 

 
 

REPORT TO 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
 

  
PRESENTED: NOVEMBER 7, 2016  -  REGULAR AFTERNOON MEETING REPORT: 16-113 
FROM: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION FILE: LRP00008 
SUBJECT: TOWNSHIP OF LANGLEY REGIONAL CONTEXT STATEMENT   

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council adopt the Revised Regional Context Statement, presented as Attachment A to this 
report, and pursuant to Section 448 of the Local Government Act, submit to Metro Vancouver 
Board for acceptance. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  

In July 2011, the Greater Vancouver Regional District (Metro Vancouver) adopted a Regional 
Growth Strategy (RGS) entitled Metro Vancouver 2040 – Shaping Our Future.  Based on 
provisions of the Local Government Act, the Township of Langley began a process to update its 
Official Community Plan (OCP), including a Regional Context Statement (RCS), which was 
completed in July 2013, within the two-year time frame prescribed by provincial statute, and 
submitted to Metro Vancouver Board for acceptance. 
 
In November 2013, the Metro Vancouver Board refused to accept the Township’s RCS and further 
commenced legal proceedings relating to a number of bylaws.  In March and December 2014, the 
BC Supreme Court and the BC Court of Appeal, respectively, ruled in support of the Township. 
 
The matter of Metro Vancouver Board’s refusal to accept the Township of Langley’s RCS is 
subject to a dispute resolution process pursuant to provincial regulations.  The Revised Regional 
Context Statement, presented as Attachment A to this report, is intended to conclude the dispute 
resolution process, subject to Council’s approval and acceptance by the Metro Vancouver Board.  
 
The Revised RCS incorporates amendments intended to result in acceptance by Metro Vancouver 
Board, subject to Council’s approval.  The Township’s previous RCS has been revised by 
incorporating additional language reaffirming Township’s commitment to the goals and objectives 
of the RGS, whilst recognizing the roles and responsibilities of local government; and confirming 
the authority and jurisdiction of the provincial Agricultural Land Commission.  

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this report is to obtain Council’s approval of a Revised Regional Context Statement 
and authorization to submit to Metro Vancouver Board for acceptance. 
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BACKGROUND/HISTORY: 

In July 2011, the Greater Vancouver Regional District (Metro Vancouver) adopted a 
Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) entitled Metro Vancouver 2040 – Shaping Our Future. 
 
Provincial legislation requires that all member municipalities’ Official Community Plans (OCPs) be 
updated within two years to include a Regional Context Statement (RCS).  The RCS is intended to 
set out the relationship between the RGS and the OCP and how they would be made compatible 
over time.  The RCS is subject to acceptance by the regional board to ensure the municipality and 
the region agree on the compatibility of the two documents.  The province has established 
procedures for dispute resolution should disagreements arise. 
 
In 2011, Township of Langley undertook a process to update the 1979 OCP with a revised RCS 
that was submitted for acceptance by Metro Vancouver Board in July 2013.  In November 2013, 
the Metro Vancouver Board refused to accept the Township’s RCS citing four objections 
(Attachment B). 

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS: 

The Revised RCS, presented as Attachment A to this report, incorporates amendments intended 
to result in acceptance by Metro Vancouver Board, subject to Council’s approval.  The Township’s 
previous RCS has been revised by incorporating additional language reaffirming Township’s 
commitment to the goals and objectives of the RGS, whilst recognizing the roles and 
responsibilities of local government.  
 
The Revised RCS includes a revised map (Map A1), which incorporates 17 amendments to the 
RGS that were originally submitted to Metro Vancouver as being generally consistent.  Other 
amendments incorporated into the Revised RCS include confirmation of the jurisdiction and 
authority of the provincial Agricultural Land Commission.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ramin Seifi 
GENERAL MANAGER 
for 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
 
 
  
ATTACHMENT A Revised Regional Context Statement 
 
ATTACHMENT B Metro Vancouver Resolution of November 15, 2013 
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