
 

 
 

REPORT TO 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
 

  
PRESENTED: JUNE 26, 2017 - REGULAR AFTERNOON MEETING REPORT: 17-71 
FROM: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION FILE: 3800-01 
SUBJECT: PROPOSED RODENT ABATEMENT AND CONTROL  

DECLARATION POLICY 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council endorse the Rodent Abatement and Control Policy, substantially in the form 
presented in Attachment A, requiring submission of a Rodent Abatement and Control 
Declaration Form, from a qualified and licenced pest control company prior to issuance of a 
Demolition Permit. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

At the May 29, 2017 Regular Evening meeting, following receipt of a delegation, Council passed 
a resolution requesting staff to investigate the practices and requirements of neighbouring 
municipalities related to rodent control when issuing a demolition permit. 
 
Staff have contacted municipalities within the Metro Vancouver region to inquire if they have any 
rodent abatement policies that must be addressed before the issuance of a demolition permit.  
Coquitlam, Maple Ridge and Delta have requirements on their demolition permits; the City of 
Langley, Surrey and Abbotsford do not. 
 
The Township currently includes a bulletin from HealthlinkBC (Attachment B), with all demolition 
permits issued.  This practice places the responsibility for compliance with provincial regulations 
regarding pest control directly with applicants. 
 
A practice currently employed in other jurisdiction that is recommended for adoption in the 
Township would be to require completion and submission of a declaration form by qualified pest 
control companies duly licenced in the province with accompanying supporting documentation 
confirming that the building being demolished and subject property are free of rodents and 
pests. 

PURPOSE: 

That Council endorse the attached Community Development Policy (Attachment A) requiring a 
Rodent Abatement and Control Declaration form be submitted before the issuance of a 
Demolition Permit 
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BACKGROUND/HISTORY: 

The Township includes a bulletin from HealthlinkBC (Attachment B), with all demolition permits 
issued.  The Township’s past approach has been to place the responsibility on the demolition 
contractor to ensure compliance with provincial regulations including best practices while 
conducting their business. 
 
Staff have contacted neighbouring municipalities for information regarding their requirements on 
rodent abatement for demolition permits.  The following municipalities have some sort of rodent 
abatement requirement, City of Coquitlam, Maple Ridge and Delta.  In checking with the 
Township’s nearest neighbours, City of Langley, Abbotsford and Surrey, these municipalities do 
not require rodent abatement before the issuance of demolition permits.  Surrey includes the 
same HealthlinkBC bulletin with their demolition permits as the Township provides. 
 
Both Maple Ridge and Coquitlam require a summary report from a qualified pest control 
company to state that buildings and structures have been inspected for rodent infestation and if 
found, measures taken to remove them.   
 
Delta has developed a declaration form to be completed by a pest control company that states if 
rodents are found, measures were taken to remove them from the buildings and property. 
 
The Township’s approach to deal with possible rodent problems resulting from the demolition of 
a building is to create a Rodent Abatement and Control Declaration form (Attachment C) to be 
completed by a qualified pest control company confirming that measures have been taken to 
clear the buildings and property of all rodents. 
 
Once this declaration form is submitted, the demolition permit may be issued. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Roberto Cesaretti 
MANAGER, PERMIT, LICENCE & INSPECTION SERVICES 
for 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
 

This report has been prepared in consultation with the following listed department 
 

CONCURRENCES 
Division / Department Name 
Corporate Administration Division B. Storie 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENT A  Council Policy – Rodent Abatement and Control 

ATTACHMENT B HealthLinkBC Bulletin – Getting Rid or Rodents (Rats and Mice) 

ATTACHMENT C Draft Rodent Abatement and Control Declaration Form 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 COUNCIL POLICY  
 

 

 
 
Subject: Rodent Abatement and Control 
 
  

Policy No:                          
Approved by Council:   
Revised by Council:      
 

  
  
  

 

1. Purpose 
 
1.1 To establish a policy determining conditions that must be satisfied to prevent the 

spread of rodents when a building is demolished on a property. 

2. Background 
 
2.1 Demolition of buildings containing a pest infestation can result in a dispersion of 

these pests into the surrounding area and may also result in the same pests 
infesting the new buildings. 

3. Related Policy 
 
3.1 N/A 

4. Policy 
 
4.1 Prior to the issuance of a Demolition Permit, the Township of Langley requires 

property owners to engage the services of a qualified pest control company to 
provide the Rodent Abatement and Control Declaration form, certifying the property 
and all buildings have been inspected for pest infestation and if found, measures 
have been taken to remove them. 
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Rodent Abatement and Control Declaration 
Community Development Division 

Permit, Licence & Inspection Services Department  

 20338 65 Ave., Langley, BC  V2Y 3J1        Phone 604.533.6018 

I declare that the property and buildings located at: ___________________________________, 

have been inspected and evaluated for the presence of rodents. 

I have taken all necessary actions using appropriate and best management pest control 
practices to clear the property and buildings from pests and rodents.  Specifically:  

Mechanical traps and/or bait stations were used to check for current rodent/pest activity 

Use of mechanical trapping methods were necessary to control rodents 

Use of approved rodenticides were necessary to control rodents 

No control measures were required as no evidence of current rodent/pest activity was found 

I ______________________________, hereby declare that I am qualified and licenced to apply 
structural pest management techniques to manage and control rodent infestations. 

Pest Control Company Name, Address, Phone: 

BC Pesticide Licence Number (Structural Category): 

Township of Langley Business Licence Number: 

As of this date, I confirm there was no evidence of rodent activity on the subject property 

Date: ____________________________     Signature:_________________________________ 
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