
 
 

         MEMORANDUM 

TO: MAYOR AND COUNCIL DATE: FEBRUARY 20, 2017 

FROM: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION FILE NO: 4320-01 

SUBJECT: PROPOSAL FOR NEW TAXI LICENCE 

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise Mayor and Council of a request received from 
Ripe Holdings Inc. (Ripe TX), who have made application to the Passenger Transportation 
Board for 150 new Taxi Licenses, 27 of which will be wheelchair accessible vehicles, to service 
the Metro Vancouver region. 

The Passenger Transportation Board requires that applicants send their request to all 
municipalities where they are seeking to provide the service, for an opportunity for the 
municipalities to provide comments. 

Taxi and Limousine services are provincially regulated by the Passenger Transportation Board 
who administer and enforce the Passenger Transportation Act to protect public interest and 
safety.  As per the Township’s Licencing Policy No. 07-406 (copy attached), the Township may 
issue business licences to companies or individuals who wish to provide service only within the 
boundaries of the Township, upon verification that a Passenger Transportation Licence has 
been authorised and issued by the Passenger Transportation Board. 

Section 3.3.1 of the Township’s Licencing Policy states that upon receipt of written notice of an 
application before the Board and any related documentation (collectively, the “Application”), 
Council may do one or more of the following: 

a) receive the Application for informational purposes;
b) comment upon the Application; and
c) refer the Application to staff for further consideration or action.

Furthermore, Section 3.3.2 of the Policy states that without fettering Council’s discretion to do 
so in a specific case, Council will generally not comment upon an application.  

Unless specified, the Licence Inspector will send the information to the Passenger 
Transportation Board without recommendation or endorsement; stating that the request has 
been received by the Township and is being forwarded for Passenger Transportation Board’s 
consideration. 

Attachment A Ripe Holdings Inc. Service Plan 

Attachment B Passenger Transportation Board Application 

Attachment C Township of Langley Licencing Policy No. 07-406 
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COUNCIL POLICY

Subject: Licencing Policy No:
Previous Policy No’s:

Approved by Council:
Revised by Council:

07-406
07-610
07-611
07-612

04-25-2016
05-30-2016

1. Background & Purpose

1.1 General

1.1.1 This policy repeals Policy No. 07-610 [Business Licencing], Policy
No. 07-611 [Business Licensing: Application Referral to RCMP], and
Policy No. 07-612 [Business Licence –Taxi & Limousine Service] and
replaces those policies with a single, consolidated and updated policy.

1.2 Police Record Checks

1.2.1 In accordance with section 4.1(5) of Licencing Bylaw 2016, No. 5192 (the
“Licencing Bylaw”), every Licence Application must expressly authorize
the Licence Inspector to obtain a police record check for the owner of the
Business.

1.2.2 This policy prescribes the circumstances in which the Licence Inspector will
obtain a police record check for the owner of a Business.

1.3 Commercial Passenger Vehicles

1.3.1 In accordance with section 11.4 of the Licencing Bylaw, every person who
operates a Commercial Passenger Vehicle in the Township of Langley
must comply with the Passenger Transportation Act, SBC 2004, c 39, its
regulations and the Licencing Bylaw.

1.3.2 Under the Passenger Transportation Act, there are three types of
Commercial Passenger Vehicles:

1.3.2.1 General Passenger Vehicles (e.g. tour buses and large charter
buses);

1.3.2.2 Passenger Directed Vehicles (e.g. taxis, limousines and shuttle
vans which accommodate a driver and 11 passengers or less);
and
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1.3.2.3 Inter-City Buses.

1.3.3 Any person who wishes to operate a Commercial Passenger Vehicle in
British Columbia must obtain a passenger transportation licence to do so.
In addition:

1.3.3.1 any person who wishes to operate a General Passenger Vehicle
must obtain a general authorization from the Registrar of
Passenger Transportation to do so; and

1.3.3.2 any person who wishes to operate a Passenger Directed Vehicle
or an Inter-City Bus must obtain a special authorization from the
Passenger Transportation Board (the “Board”) to do so.

1.3.4 A person who has been issued a special authorization to operate a
Passenger Directed Vehicle must charge the rates that are approved by
the Board.

1.3.5 A person who has been issued a special authorization to operate an
Inter-City Bus must operate the routes approved by the Board, at a
minimum route frequency approved by the Board.

1.3.6 The Board requires that:

1.3.6.1 taxi operators who submit an application to the Board to change
their rates must provide written notice of their application to local
governments that will be affected by the proposed change of
rates; and

1.3.6.2 Inter-City Bus operators who submit an application to the Board
for a route reduction or minimum route frequency reduction must
provide written notice of their application to local governments
that will be affected by the proposed route reduction or minimum
route frequency reduction.

1.3.7 This policy defines the scope of Council’s involvement in applications 
before the Board of which the Township receives notice.

2. Related Bylaws

2.1 Licencing Bylaw 2016, No. 5192.

3. Policy

3.1 Definitions

3.1.1 In this Policy, capitalized terms have the meanings ascribed to them in the
Licencing Bylaw or the Passenger Transportation Act and its regulations,
as applicable.

3.2 Police Record Checks

3.2.1 The Licence Inspector will obtain a police record check for:

G.1



Licencing Policy
Page 3

3.2.1.1 the owner of a type of Business listed in Schedule “A” of this 

policy; and

3.2.1.2 the owner of any other type of Business for which the Licence
Inspector reasonably believes a police record check is required.

3.3 Commercial Passenger Vehicles

3.3.1 Upon receipt of written notice of an application before the Board and any
related documentation (collectively, the “Application”), Council may do
one or more of the following:

3.3.1.1 receive the Application for informational purposes;

3.3.1.2 comment upon the Application; and

3.3.1.3 refer the Application to Township staff for further consideration or
action.

3.3.2 Without fettering Council’s discretion to do so in a specific case, Council
will generally not comment upon an Application.

3.4 Repeal

3.4.1 Policy No. 07-610 [Business Licencing], Policy No. 07-611 [Business
Licensing: Application Referral to RCMP], and Policy No. 07-612 [Business
Licence –Taxi & Limousine Service are repealed in their entirety.
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Schedule A

Type of business for which a police record
check is required

Arcades
Auto Brokers
Auto Wreckers
Billiard Parlours
Bowling Alleys
Canvassers
Comic Book Stores
Community Care Facilities/Day Cares
Dance Schools
Driving School
Gymnastic Facilities
Independent Candy Stores & Corner Stores
Junk Dealer
Martial Arts
Passenger Directed Vehicle
Pawn Brokers
Pool Halls
Private Investigator
Pubs
Riding Stables
Salvage Yards
Second Hand Dealers
Security
Skip Tracing
Sports Card Stores
Taxi
Teacher
Teen Entertainment
Towing Companies
Toy Shops
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